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CHARLES H. DOWNING, WILLIS P. EMERSON.
SUPERVISORS,
LABAN G. WELCH, SYLVESTER B. HUCKINS,
ELAM R. WRIGHT.
SCHOOL BOARD,
ARTHUR D. ROLLINS, ALTA H. McDUFFEE,
ALBERT J. JONES.
FIRE WARDS,
GEORGE W. PLACE, ALONZO B. LANG,
CHARLES H. DOWNING.
BOARD OF HEALTH,
CHARLES E. FIFIELD, CHARLES E. HUTCHINS,
FRANK M. AYER.
POLICE, CONSTABLE,
EDWARD W. FRANCIS. GEORGE W. PLACE.
SELECTMEN'S REPORT.
VALUATION OF ALTON.
Keal estate, number of acres 35,605, value . . $524,995 00
Personal estate including polls 141,425 00
Total value
4
























Amount of taxes charged to collector $15,660 87
Cash in treasury Feb 15, 1907 S2,145 11
1906 taxes due from collector 896 28
Samuel E Jones, int 1906 taxes 37 87
Received of C H McDuffee, Joseph
Dore heirs tax '00, '01 41 67
C H McDuffee 1906 taxes 2 25
L H Lamprey, Leon F Furber
tax 1906 15 19
L H Lamprey, license F S
Storey 2 00
Alonzo S French, note 500 00
C H McDuffee, Oak-Birch
park corp tax 1906 182 o6
L H Lamprey, license F A
RobV)ins 4 00
State board license com ]45 27
C H McDuffee, G W Bemis
tax 1906 1 32
Eeceived ofL H Lamprey, Peter Brackets
tax 1906 1 34
L H Lamprey, Belknap Spring
Land Co tax 1906 77 31
C H McDuffee,E E Lane tax'04 1 68
railroad tax 1,084 17
•* savings bank tax 1,140 49
literary fund 117 12
" proportion of
school fund 283 33
Belknap County 177 87
95 50
Waldo C Varney, dog license 335 17
F M Ayer, hall rent 101 00
C H McDuffee, taxes G W




Paid Charles E Tuttle, care hand engine
Pearle S Bassett, librarian
Frank A Varney, school money
Farmington News Co, printing reports . .
check list
ballots . .
" " express on reports .
Edson C Eastman, order and collector books
Lewis P Varney, firemen 1906
Margaret A Wadleigh, int on note • . .
Fred E Nutter, painting signs
















Paid Margeret A Wadleigh, ind on note ^
Frank A Varney, school money . .
Alonzo S French, library appropriation
M H Savage Post Memorial appropriat
Frank A Varney, school money .
Pearle S Bassett, librarian . . .
Mindwell Whitehouse, ind on note
Frank A Varney. school money .
Albert J Jones, school supplies
Orin Lamper, services at fire 1906
John E Card, dog damage
Calvin S Glidden, "
Lewis E Avery, "
Charles E Hutchins, board of health suppl
Elbridge Gr Ellis, dog damage
Frank A Varney, school money .
Geo W Place, coal for tov/n hall
Gilbert & Barker Mfg Co, gasoline
George W Home, dog damage
Clement B Rmes, granite for bridge
Frank A Varney. school mone.y .
Pearle S Bassett, librarian . . .
W M Stevens, wood, town hall .
William Hayes, ind on note
Joseph Lealand, dog damage . .
Frank A Varney, school money .
Frank M Ayer, janitor
" " care of clock . .
Alton Electric Light & Power Co,
for fountains
Frank A Varney, school money .
Mindwell Whitehouse, ind on note
Stephen Shagnon, dog damage .
The Downing Co, drain pipe . .





l^'aidPearle S Bassett, librarian
Frank A Varney, school money .....
Albert J Jones, sckool supplies . .
James Dobbins, repairing slate on hall . .
Alton Electric Light & Power Co, lights
for fountains
Gilbert & Barker Mfg Co, gasoline . .
E R Wright, return of births and -deaths .
Geo W Leavitt. bridge plank
Frank A Varney, school money
Everett W E?nersou, dog damage ....
Alonzo S French, note and int ...
P H V/eeier, return of births and deaths
Edwin K Jenkins, watering tub 1907
Edward W Cummings, return of marriages
Alonzo S French, int on Palmer fund librarv
W P Emerson, pung for Hose Co No 2
" " supplies
Alton & Alton Bay Water Co, balance on
hydrants
Herbert J Jones, insurance town hall . .
J Jones & Son, supplies .
Frank M Ayer, janitor
" " care of clock
" " extra labor
Ira W Mitchell, care Nute lot 1907 . . .
" " painting tomb ...
J H Fifield, teams to fires .......
Edson C Eastman, invoice book . .
Meville Adams, clerk Hose Co. No. 1 . .
Oscar Duncan, blacksmith work ....
E W Francis, dog officer
" " tramps
C E Hutchins, board of health supplies .
Forest H Rollins, watering tub '07
n
s
Paid Frank L Emerson,trampa 75
Herbert A Garland, winter work '07 . . . 4 95
Jones & Lamprey, supplies 1 05
Geo W Place, wood .... 12 50
" " tramps 43 50-
" " transportation charges to
house of correction 30 00
Joseph W Howard, watering tub '07 . . 3 00
Solon A Carter, state tax 1,355 00
Stephen B Cole, county tax 1,822 74
Willis P Emerson, clerk Hose Co. No 2 . 50 20
Willie E Sanborn, paid for council fee . . 2 00
Margaret A Wadleigh, ind on note . . . 548 33
Chas H McDuffee, recording inventory . 15 00
Chas H McDuffee, recording inventory
precinct 5 00
Chas H McDuffee, care of order book . 5 00
*' " car fare, postage, and
stationery 3 10
Frank M Ayer, renting town hall ... 3 00
" " expense town meeting . . 1 50
Frank A Varney, balance school money . 285 97
David H Morrison, watering tub '07 . 3 00
C C Mooney, road work '06-7 ... 1 20
Lewis H Lamprey, expense ) 24
Page D Gooch, guardian, note and interest 325 G5
Stephen C Wentworth, bridge plank . . 16 56
Alonzo S French, ind on note 1,000 00
Esther A Varney, note in full 317 32
Total . . $14,239 60
PAUPERS.
Paid P H Wheeler, aid to Henry Reil, county $ 7 50
W P Emerson, ' " Mattie Hayes " 64 50
" " Mrs. Paquette " 1 37
P H Wheeler, " ' Jack Normand " 4 50
W P Emerson " " Mattie Hayes " 13 50
Total $ 91 37
DEPENDENT SOLDIERS AND FAMILIES.
Paid the J H Downing Oo, county ... . $104 00
W P Emerson " . . . > 78 00
Total $182 00
TOWN OFFICERS.
Paid Alouzo S French, moderator Mar '07 $ 2 00
Lewis P Varnej', selectman . ....
Waldo C Varney •' . . ...
Harry Morrison "
Chas H Downing, fire ward
Geo W Place " "
Alonzo B Lang " "
Frank M Ayer, ballot inspector Nov '06
and Mar '07
Frank M Ayer, board of health .....
Percy S Jones, town clerk
E W Francis, police
Laban G Welch, supervisor Mar '07 . . .
Chas E Hutchins, board of health . . .
Geo W Place, constable
1
10
PaidCbas E Fifield, board of health ...
" " truaut officer
" " proitation offi-ier *> months
ecding Dec 31, '07
Laban G Welch, treasurer
Chas H McDuffee, selectman
" " o\ erseer of the poor
FrMnk M Ayer, selectman
Arthur D Rollins, school board ...
Alta H McDuffee, school board ....
Albert J Jones " " .
Frank A Varney,schoo} district treasurer
Waldo Varney, town clerk . .
Lewis H Lamprey, selectman . . .
Willis P Emerson, auditor
Charles H Downing, "




Paid John C Page . . m
John R Tufts 5 70
P H Walker . . f? 50
WilJiam A Varney 1 28
Frank W Grey • - . i 00
Charles Y Thyng 50
Hadley F Gilraau 18 uO
Harold G Ricker . . . . 4 00
George W Place . . . . * 36 00
Ira W viitcheJl 6 00
Charles H W Jones 28 08
Fred E Glidden JJl 26
George W Lampnr ... . . 31 73
Moses Ellis ... ... 1 50
Harry L Flaiider.s 2 03
Willis E Glidden 22 50
Orrin and David Lanipc r 19 60
Smith A Willard 6 15
Albert D Morse .... 42 20
Andrew J Gilman lo 35
Forest H Rollins 1 1 25
William S Watson ... 3 75
Irad B Gilman 27 65
Moses W Flanders 3 64
Charles P Hayes ... ... 4 95
Melvin B Place ... 1 60
John L Weeks 8 10
Charles D Marston 1 42
John Stevens 75
"^homas .1 Alden 7 72
Cyrus Deane ... 3 75
Levi G Page 7 25
Calvin H Flanders 14 25
Harrison B Ric' er 13 15
A H Baruett 9 25
T2
Paid Morris L Flanders
Calvin S Glidden . . .
Seldon H Glidden . . .
John E Varney ....
Ai T Gilman
Lewis E Avery . . .
Orx'in D Glidden .
George F Glidden . . .
Fred S Gilman ....
Llewellyn T White . .
Charles H Moulfcon . . .
Charles H Clough . . .
Fred I Woodman . . .






James W Goodall heirs .
Warren E Bradlej' . . .
Andrew J Pinkham . . .
R W Price
Ira C Chamberlin . . .
Sylvester B Huckins . .
Charles W Evans . . . .
John F Hanson ....
Charles Rand . .
Velzora A Dealand . .
William H Berry . . . .
John K Jones . . . •
Charles H Tebbetts . . .
J N and G W Morrison .
D H and Harry Morrison
Seth H Kimball ....
15
13
Pnid A C and William Shaw 6 45






Charles E Fifield . .
Seth E Rollins . .
Calvin Rollins •
Haven C Rollins . . .
Arthur D Rollins '.
Edmund S Batchelder
























PaidStephen Shagnon 5 33
Edward S Walker 6 15
C C Eines heirs . . 51 6(»
Herbert E Morrell 4 05
Hervey G Hayes 2 55
Romeyn B Hurd 31 68
Hiram O Tuttle ... ... 8 40
Nathaniel Phillips 9 00
George W Rollins 24 10
Frank II Carpenter 6 00
Sumner Cotton 3 fil
Clement B Rines 75
Alonzo Berry . . '2 4n
Enos G Rollins 15 55
Leroy F Woodman 1 50
John N Avery 3 75
Albert H Hayes 4 00
Ira B Bennett 5 50
Joseph A Mooney 2 00
Edward Shagnon 2 40
Total $1,304 49
ABSTRACT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
Cash on hand Feb 15, 1907 $ 2,145 11
Total receipts during the year 19,577 58
Total $21,722 69
DISBURSEMENT^.
Total disbursements during the year 19,411 33




Lial.ilities Feb lo, 19U7 9,357 00
Assots " - " 3,056 31
Debt of town Feb 15, 1907, $6,300 69
Liabilities Feb 15, 1908 $7,133 15
Assets " " 3,842 76
Debt of town Feb 15,1908 ^ $3,290 39
Decrease of debt 3,010 30
RECEIPTS.
Cash on hand Feb 15, 1907 $ 2,145 1]
Taxes received from collector 14,174 39
Railroad tax 1,084 17
Savings bank tax 1,140 49
Literary fund 117 12
Proportion of school fund 283 33
Belknap county, for support of paupers 273 37
Dog license 335 17
Miscellaneous items 2,169 54
Total $21,722 69
DISBURSEMENTS.
County paupers $ 91 37
Town officers 588 52
Highway, summer work 2,318 22
winter '• 1,304 49
Supplies for schools 375 35
Support of schools 5,085 97






























Balance cash in treasury . .
Received of S E Jones, collector '06
" W C Varney, dog license
S E Jones, collector 1906
" W E Sanborn, collector
" W C Varney, dog license
" L H Lamprey, selectman
" L H Lamprey,show license
" " selectman .
" W E Sanborn, collector
" C H McDuffee, selectman
" State License Commission
" WE Sanborn, collector
" L H Lamprey, selectman
" W E Sanborn, collector
L H Lamprey, selectman




























Nov 30 ' C H McDuffee, selectman
railroad tax
30 " C !i McDutfee, <!«-e<-tuiim
savings l)ank tax . •
HO " H McDuffee, seiectmau
literary fund
80 " C H McDuffee, selectman
scliool fund . . .
Dec 5 " W E Sanl^oru, collector
G
9 " C H McDuffee, selectman
17 " WE Sanborn, collector .
1908
Jan 11 " WE iSanborn, collector
17
Feb 3 " C H McDuffee, selectman
5
10 " W C Varuey, dog license
11 " F M Ayer. selectman .
12 " WE Sanborn, collector
14




'^iuy i Alton E ec-hic Lig-ht i\: Povver C^'o
4 ]V[argaret. A Watileigb .
14 Frank A Varney .
23 Alonzo rf Frencb .
30 M H Savage Post No 4V>
Juiiel5 Frank A Varney ....
22 Pearl S Bassett
22 J H Dowumg Co ...
Tuiy 1 MinJwell VVhitehouse .
2 Frank A Varney
11 Albert J Jones
12 John E Card ....
13 Lewis E Avery ...
22 Orin Lamper
dug 3 Calvin S Giidden . .
5 SB Cole, county treasurer, per
receipt .... . .
28 Charles E Hutchins . . .
>.ept 3 Elbridge G Ellis .....
10 Frank A Varney . .
li) Gfio W Place .
11 Gilbert Barker Mtg Co
21 Geo W Home
25 Clement B Bines ...
Oct 4 Frank A Varney
12 Pearl S Baasett ....
15 W M Stevens
Nov 2 Frank A Varney ...
4 William Hayes
4 Frank M .\yer
20 Joseph Leiand
27 Frank A Varney
29 Mindwell Whitehouse . .
29 Stephen Shagnon . .
































J H Downing Co . . ...
The Downing Co . .
Alton E'ectric Light & Power Co
Solon A Carter.state tax per receipt
Alton & Alton Bay Water Co
W P Emerson
Pearl S Bassett . . ....
Frank A Varuey
S B Cole, county treasurer, per
receipt
Alljert J Jones
James Dobbins . . .
Alton Electric Light & Power Co
Gilbert Barker Mfg Co . . .
George W Leavitt .
E K Wright
Frank A Varney
J H Downing Co
Alonzo S French . . . .
P H Wheeler
Edward W Cummings . . .










































Feb 14 Lewis H Lamprey 69 24
14 Arthur D Rollins 20 00
14 F M Ayer 82 50
14 David H Morrison 3 00
14 Harry Morrison 3 00
14 Alta H McDufifee > ,S0 00
14 W P Emerson 3 00
14 C H Downing .S 00
14 Laban G Welch 50 00
i4 C C Mooney 1 20
1
4
Charles H McDuffee 129 19
i4 Percy S Jones 5 50
15 Stephen C VVeutworth . 16 56
15 Alonzo K French 1,000 00
15 Esther A Varney 317 32
15 Page D Gooch, guardian .... 325 65
Total $15,101 49
Balance in treasurey . . 2,311 36
$17,412 85
LABAN G. WELCH, Treasurer.
We, the undersigned, having examined the foregoing
account, find it properly vouched and correctlj^ cast,
Willis P. Emerson, ) . -,.,
f^ TT T^ Auditors.Charles H. Downing.
\
Alton, N. H., February 15, 1908.
o
In conlormitj' to tLe statute requiremeutK the school board
herewith submits the following as their twenty-second annual
report of the public schools of the town of Alton.
West Aiton.
Hpring term of ten weeks taught by Edith Fox, fall term of
twenty weeks taught by Louie M. Small.
Mountain.
Spring term of eleven weeks taught by Gertrude E
Phipps, fall term of nineteen weeks taught by Carolyn E
May.
CiOUGH.
Spring term of eleven weeks, fall term of nineteen weeks
taught by Mabel G. Rice
McDuFFEE.
Spi'ing term of eleven weeks taught by Elizabeth C. Davis,
fall term of nineteen weeks taught by Eva M Han is.
25
High School.
Sprirtiif term of eleven weeks taugfht by Walter M. May,
principal, and Gertrude R. Coppinger, assistant. Fall term
of fifteen weekb taught by Nelson S. Mitchell, principal, and
Fannie G. de Rochemont, assistant. The winter term of ten
weeks is now in progress.
Grammar
Spring trrm of eleven weeks taught by Gertrude E. Mc-
Grath, fall term of fifteen weeks taught by Grace E. Lord.
A winter term of ten weeks is now in progress.
iNrKRMEDlATE.
Spring term of eleven weeks, fall term ot fifteen weeks,
au'i winter term of ten weeks now in progress, taught by
Margaret H. Manning.
Primary.
Spring term of eleven weeks taught by Bertha M. Stevens.
fall term of fifteen weeks taught by Elizabeth T Whitehouse,
^substitute. A winter term of ten weeks now in progress




Balance in hands of district treasurer
Raised by tax for support of schools
27
DISBURSEMENTS
: Paid teachers' salaries $3,158 41
for fuel and fittina: same ...... 228 73
for repairs 355 44
for superintendent 588 33
for transportation 234 80
tuition paid other towns 61 25
janitor 174 93
misccDaneous . . 154 74
Cash in hands of district treasurer . . 366 62
$5,318 25
Due from Mark Harris 10 50
" " Mr. Munsey 15 00
ARTHUR D. ROLLINS ) School Board
ALTA H. McDUFFEE [ of
ALBERT J. JONES ) Alton
We, the undersigned, having examined the foregoing
acount, find it properly vouched and correctly cast.
WILLIS P. EMERSON ) XuHiinv^
CHARLES H. DOWNING j ^ aitois.





Mar 18 Balance in treasury












Received of town of Epsom, tuition
Mrs C H McDuffee, sum due school dist
from last year . . ...
Jan 28 Laban G Welch, treasurer
Feb 10 Town of Guilford, tuition




















Mar 18 Paid B L Blaisdell $ 17 25
25 Edith M Fox 63 00
Apr 1 Gilmanton school district . . 25 00
'S Gertrude McGrath 40 00
Gertrude Coppinger 40 00
5 Bertha M Stevens ... . 40 00
6 Margaret Manning 60 00
Gertrude Coppinger 10 00
10 Walter M May . 135 00
13 Gertrude E IMcGrath 10 00
24 Bertha M Stevens 30 00
25 Eva M Harris • - . . . 21 00
27 Gertrude E McGrath 30 00
Gertrude Coppinger 30 00
B L Blaisdell 19 00
29 Margaret Manning 40 00
Maud Whitehouse 13 00
30 Julian Emerson 8 00
May 9 S P Barnes 3 00
11 Gertrude E Phipps . . . . . 32 00
13 Gertrude Coppinger . , . . . 20 00
16 Frank A Varney 120 00
17 Gertrude K Coppinger 10 00
Eva M Harris 28 00
18 Bertha M Stevens 40 00
Gertrude E McGrath 30 00
22 Margaret Manning 30 00
31 Walter M May . 67 50
June 6 Gertrude K Coppinger 20 00
11 Albert J Jones 7 75
30
June 13 Gertrude E Phipps ... 32 00
14 Margaret Manning 4(J U^^
Carroll T Jones 'ii 0(^
15 Gertrude E McGratb ... ii) 00
Gertrude K Coppinger 20 0(f
Eva M Harris 28 00
17 BL Blaisdell .... 29 (>(>
Bertha M Stevens . 40 00
Walter M May iOl 25
19 Frank A Varney 180 0(»
25 Miss G E Pliipps .... 17 GO
27 Elizabeth Davis 6G 00
28 Mabel Rice 88 00
July 2 EffieMPrescott 77 00
Ai T Gilman and Arthur Cotton 60 00




Albert J Jones . . . , 2 50
R J Sisk 10 82
n C H W Jones 18 00
Sept 9 Chas W Emerson 19 00
10 H H Bennett . 46 80
Geo W Place . ... 80 95
14 Chas W Emerson 31 00
20 Rachel Moore 19 18
30 Mrs Leroy Woodman 6 00
Oct ] Mabel G Rice 34 00
2 B L Blaisdell ... 8 32
4 Margaret Manning 40 00
Carolyn E May . .32 00
5 Fannie G de Rochemont 40 00
Grace E Lord 40 00
9 B L Blaisdell 20 00
10 Nelson S Mitchell 65 00
3i
Oct 11 Eva M Harris . . , .
15 C N Crowell
22 Geo A Dore
25 Mrs Leroy WdodmHU
"Nov I The Downinity Co ...
2 Rochester I^umber Co
L Woodman . ,
J R Jorifs
Chas H Jones . . .
Marjsfaret .MaoniDg
Fannie G de Rocheraout
Grace E Lord
Nelson S Mitchell . .
B L Blaisdell
Harrv L Moore . .
4 Eva M Harris
7 Fred E Nutter ,
8 Mrs Leroy Woodman . .
13 Elizabeth T Whiteho.use .
.16 Louie M Small .
18 Clarence E Rollins . .
'21 Chester A TwomMy . .
23 Rachel B Moore . .
27 VTargaret Manning . . .
Grace E Lord .
Fannie G de Rochemont
30 B L Blaisdell . .
Mrs Leroy Woodman . .
Dec 2 Carolyn E May
Wolfeboro School District
5 Elizabeth T Whitehouse
7 Eva M Harris
11 Mabel G Rice .
18 Harry L Moore


























































Nelson S Mitchell . .
Grace E Bern' . . .
Mrs Leroy Woodman
Margaret Manning . . .
Grace E Lord
Fannie G de Eochemont
Elizabeth T Whitehouse
Eva M Harris ....
B L Blaisdell ....
C A Twombly . .
Louie M Small . . .
S E Colbath & Co .
Ai T Gilman . . .
Albert D Varney
Mrs Leroy Woodman .
Mabel G Rice ....
Nelson S Mitchell . .
Miss Martha Atkinson
Mrs Leroy Woodman
Alta H McDufeee .
J L Haramet Co .
Fred Brown ...
Jay Gilman . . .
Arthur D Rollins . .
Grace B Dow
Arthur D Rollins . .
Harry L Moore . .
Mrs Leroy Woodman
B L Blaisdell ...
Eva M Harris
Carolyn E May . .
Bertha M Stevens
Fannie G de Rochemont
Grace E Lord . . . .
65
33
Feb 3 W P Emerson ....
8 Louie M Small ....
11 Chas H Davis
Margaret Manning . . .
12 Fannie G de Rocliemont
Grace E Lord ....
Carolyn G Varney - .
13 Geo W Place
Calvin Rollins .
Seth E Grant . - .
\ Rachel B Moore ....
Nelson S Mitchell . .
Alton & Alton Bay Water Co
J Jones & Son
Mabel G Rice ....
B L Blaisdell ....

























FRANK A. VARNEY, Treasurer.
We, the undersigned, having examined the foregoing
account, find it properly vouched and correctly cast.
WILLIS P. EMERSON
CHARLES H. DOWNING>} Auditors.
Alton. N. H., Feb. 15, 1908.
Annual Report of the Super-
intendent of Schools*
To the scliool board and citizens of Alton r
—
I have the honor to submit to yo\i my first annual re-
port as superintendent of your public schools. This report
will be intentionally brief as my term of service has ^et cov-
ered but half the school year.
In Part i, I call your attention briefly to some general mat-
ters of educational interest, in Part ii to a statement of
school conditions in Alton, together with figures and recom-
mendations relating thereto.
PART 1.
A NEW EDUCATIONAL IDEAL.
The ideal of education in the United States is changing.
Heretofore, even from the early years of the public school sys-
tem, the ideal has been for good citizenship; such a training
as would lead to a love of counti-y and a disposition to obey
its laws, to a strength of moral character, and a power to
think and to act intelligently Such a citizenship was con-
sidered all-essential to the highest welfare of the state. And
it was for the state that all education existed. Education for
utility was never considered the function of the public school.
But this is changing. With the increased business activity
of the past generation, has arisen a new demand upon the
school. And with this demand a consequent change of view
as to the proper ideal which education should assume. The
35
yciioo] should take to itself a new burden. It shouid add to
its effort for good citizenship, in all that the term has for-
merly implied, that of training along specific vocational lines.
In other words, the ideal should become in part utilitarian.
This movemtnt is wide spread. It includes what is com-
monly termed industrial education, or education for the work
shop and the factory; commercial education, or education for
the office and the store; and most important and recent of
all, agricultural education, or education for the farm.
In the cities and manufacturing centres of the country the
industrial and conimenaal phases are making rapid strides-
Smaller towns and sural ci^mmunities are becoming interest-
ed in agricultural training, fsew Hampshire hns a'ready
recognized the movemeut Ly the adoption of commercial
and mechanic arts courses for her high schools, and courses
in agriculture for all scliooJs. None of these courses are yet
required, but optional with each school distiict.
The demand for such training at public expense is real and
deep set. But there is danger in overestimating its value-
Good citizenship must still remain the paramount aim of tbe
public school, at least under democratic institutions.
KE8ULTS FROM THE COMMON SCHOOL.
What results may the public reasonably expect at the end
of the common school course ? It is difficult, often impossi-
ble, to estimate educational values. I cannot attempt it here.
Yet in general terras the following may be reasonably ex-
pected of the average child at the end of an eight or nine
year's course:
The ability to read and write simple English, and to figure
within his comprehension with a fair degree of accuracy.
A knowledge of a few simple facts of geography, history
and science.
A knowledge of the right with a disposition to act the
right.
36
And, HS- a result of the above, with the attendant mentai
training received, powek to think, to develop and to grow.
This is the best the school can do. It cannot make a good
citizen. That is a process of years. It can merely set the
child upon the right track and give him a start, but only a
start. It cannot furnish the motive power.
Do the schools of the present day fairly effect these re-
sults ? I believe they do, and with better success as the
years go by.
Certain facts must be borne in mind, however, or our esti-
mate becomes unjust. First, that the child is but a child.
His is an immature mind, lacking in that comprehension and
confidence V>red only by years and experience. The law con-
siders him an infant until 21, and with reason. It is hardly
just to expect him to prove the equal of his seniors in knowl-
edge or in accuracy even in the lines of his daily school
work, nor should the school be held wholly at fault at his
failure, it is all too true that the successful mao, an expert
in his own line, views with disdain in another, be he man,
woman or child, anything less than his own proficiency. The
child is a child, and the human mind develops slowly.
lu the second place tangible results of school trainiag al-
ways depend upon the individual pupil's capacity. The
school must take the children as they come, the brilliant, the
dull, the indifferent It cannot make its own selection.
Equal results cannot justly be expected of all.
Finally, the public often expects more than it is willing to
give ia return. Granted the existence of poor schools, they
are always the result of poor teachers. And poor teachers
are the result of poor salaries.
I beiit^ve in the public school of today. Many defects exist;
they always have and they always will. But in spite of these
defects it is universally conceded that the school is giving the





The requirements made upon the secondary schools of th€
state are high. The courses outHned as a basis for state ap-
proval are broad and thorough. It is the intention that a
high school diploma shall be evidence of four years of hard,
honest study.
This means a faithful effort every day of the term on the
part of the students. The student should ever hope to ob-
tain from his course in the shape of knowledge, mental
training of power more than he is willing to put in, in the
way of persistent and honest effort. His high school life is
but four years of his larger life. Study is his business.
An option has been provided for between Latin and some
other study each year of the course. This is intended for be-
ginners who prefer the English to the Latin course, and for
those who, at the end of any year, desire to change from one
to the other. I believe that no pupil should ever be allowed
toisubstitute one study for another during the school year
merely on the grounds of dislike or inadaptability, The
moral strength due to persistency in overcoming diflBcult
places is often worth far more to the student than the value
of the study involved.
For an outline of the approved high school course I refer
you to the appendix.
REPAIRS.
Repairs during the year have been confined to the Clough,
Mountain, and West Alton schools. The Clough and Moun-
tain buildings have been thoroughly renovated. Hard wood
floors have been laid, plastering repaired and walls repainted.
They now are in good condition. Minor repairs have been
made on the building at West Alton.
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Much is still needed. It is but a question of time when
the village building must be either extensively remodeled, or
replaced by a lars^er and more modern building. The three
rooms Mre now filled to their full seating capacity, The tem-
porary room in the block is also filled. This room is hardly
fit for school room purposes, to say nothing of its entirely in-
adequate sanitary and toilet facilities. The school enrolment
is increasing. It is becoming a pressing matter, one the
district must so(m decide.
ATTENDANCE.
I would urge upon parents the importance of a more reg-
ular and punctual attendance. A day out is a day lost. It
cannot be made up. Each time a child is tardy makes it
easier for him to be tardy again. A habit is being formed
detrimental to his school work and pernicious in all his later
life.
Our per cent of attendance is low, our tardiness high. For
a detailed statement I refer you to the final table of this i-e-
port.
It is probably true that the illiterate man earns $150 more
than is necessar}^ to supply his physical needs each year from
the ages of 25 to 55; the man with a common school educa-
tion averages $300 in the same time; the high school grad-
uate $600; and the college trained man $1200. This fact
applied to the boy in school means that every day he spends
in school is worth $10 to him; every day he i» out costs him
$10.
MONTHLY REPORT CARDS
The attention of parents is particularly called to the
monthly cards brought home by the children. These cards
give the pupil's standing in each ol his respective studies,
also his deportment, and instances of tardiness and half days
al)sence during the preceding month. These cards the par-
ent is requested to sign and return to the teacher. It is not
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the inteution, however, that they be merely signed and re-
turned, but that they be careluUy examined, and each
item duly noted. They are the school's means of keeping
the parents informed of what the children are doing.
I would urge parents to investigate at once any unsatisfac-
tory report. Visit the school, consult the teacher and en-
courage the child. The school is doing its best with the
facilities placed at its command, but fails of highest results
without the intelligent cooperation of the home.
CONSOLlDATIf 'N AND TRANSPORTATION.
Three rural schools have been closed this year, those at the
Gore, Loon Cove and the Bay. The pupils are now trans-
ported to the village at the expense of the district
Some, I believe, question the wisdom of this action from
the standpoint of the pupils affected. They are receiving
better schooling, longer terms, at less per capita expense.
I need not enter into a discussion of this phase of the matter.
It has been well presented in the report of my predecessor.
I shall simply outline the legal aspect of the problem in gen-
eral, and its application to the present situation in Alton in
particular.
The school law reads as follows: "The school board of
every district shall provide schools at such places within the
district and at such times in each year as will best subserve
the interests of education, and will give to all scholars of the
district as nearly equal advantages as may be practicable.
They may use a portion of the school money, not exceeding
twenty-five per cent, for the purpose of conveying scholars
to and from the schools. Chapter 92, Section 1.
"Every person having the custody and control of a child
between the ages of eight and fourteen . . . residing in a
school district in which a public school is annually taught
shall cause such child to attend the public school all the time
such school is in session." Chaptei 93, Section 14.
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The vital question then for the school board to decide in
determining whether or not a school shall be closed is: Will
it best subserve the interests of education in the whole dis-
trict to close the school ? Is the number of pupils so small
that the cost per capita in maintaining the school is all out of
proportion to the cost per capita in another school in another
part of the district ? If in school No. 1 the cost is $23 per
pupil for a thirty weeks term, and in school No. 2, $13 per
pupil fer a thirty-six weeks term, is there being an approxi-
mately equal distribution of pubilc funds ? Is it giviDg to
all schools of the district as nearly equal educational advan-
tages as are practicable ? These questions the board must
decide.
It is not a question for them at all as to whether it will be
best for any particular section of the district, nor whether or
not it will best serve the convenience of Mr. A or Mr. B. It
is a matter of broad educational policy.
If, in the judgment of the board, the best educational in.
terests of the district will be promoted, and a more equal
distribution of educational advantages be provided by clos-
ing the school, it is their duty to close it. The board also
must decide as to whether the children affected shall walk to
the next nearest school, or be transported.
In brief, the school board are not required by law to main-
tain a school it they believe it should be closed, nor are they
required to convej' children for all distances over and above
a given distance.
The parent, on the other hand, is bound under the law to
abide by the judgment of the board, and to send his children
regularly to the schools provided. But he is not bound to
require his children to walk an unreasonable distance nor to
attend under circumstances which he believes detrimental to
their welfare.
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The matttr of unreasonable distance for children to walk
should be settled by parents and board together upon the
merits of each individual case. The law fails to specify, rec-
ognizing that what may be unreasonable in one case may
often be entirely reasonable in another. Actual distance, age
and sex of children, condition of roads, etc., are all involved.
In case no agreement can be reached, the matter becomes a
case for the jury.
But where transportation is conceded necessary the board
cannot compel a parent to convey his own children, even for
pay, if the parent refuses to do so. Here again parent and
board must work together
To sum up, quoting from the state superintendent of pub-
lic instruction: "The parent can compel neither the school
board nor the district to furnish either a school or a convey-
ance. The school board cannot compel the parent to require
his child to walk an unreasonable distance, nor yet can it
compel him to convey the child to the nearest school."
The situation in Alton is apparently this: Children from
sections of the district where schools have been closed are
being transported to the village at public expense. Parents
in other parts of the district have become dissatisfied on the
ground that their children have been and are now obliged
to walk a greater distance than the above are being carried.
In other words, the district is transporting children one milej
for instance, while other children a mile and a half or two
miles from school must walk or be cai-ried by parents.
In so far as this is true an inconsistency certainly exists.
There is no denying the fact. It is one of the immediate
consequences often attending the closing of a school where
insufficient funds are available for extended transportation.
The remedy is this: First for the district to raise an appro-
priation at its annual meeting large enough in its judgment
to cover such expenses of transportation as it deems reason-
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able. This is all the district can do. Here a wide field for
difference of opinion arises. What is a reasonable amount ?
The law only specifies a sum not over twenty-five per cent of
school money.
Second, for the board and parents directly interested to
meet and come to a proper agreement either by deciding to
take each case separately on its own merits, or, failing in this,
by unitedly agreeing upon some reasonable distance over and
above which the board shall convey the children or pay the
parent a daily wage for so doing.
But whatever action be taken, two things should be rigidly
guarded against: the introduction of any taint of personal
feeling, and the idea that parents should be paid or in any
way compensated for sending their children to school. The
first results in a gross injustice to the children and the entire
educational welfare of the district, the second in a low mis-
conception of a public duty and a public privilege, the end
of which is simple graft.
IN GENERAL.
I would commend to you the report of my predecessor in
his recommendations for the schools of Alton, the following
n particular:
That beginners be allowed to enter only in the fall term,
and then not under a certain age.
That whenever possible all teachers be hired by the year.
That definite days be assigned for the payment of teach-
ers, preferably the Saturday of every fourth week, also the
final week of the term.
I would add further that each teacher be allowed at least
one day during the year for visiting other schools, and sug-
gest for this purpose the schools of Laconia, Rochester, and
Dover, also the model school at Plymouth.
43
The schools all are working in harmony and well. I would
commend the teachers for their faithful effort.
In conclusion, I wish to express my appreciation to school
board, teachers ami pupils for their cordial support.
Respectfully submitted,
H. L. Moore, Superindendent.



































HIGH SCHOOL COURSE OF STUDY.
LATIN COUftSE
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To cash on hand Peb 15, 1907 $ 20 03
May 24 to «ash received from town treasurer 181 30
Feb 3 • Eveline L Palmer fund 17 50
Total $218 83
CR
By cash paid News agency $ 20 60
Express on books 1 80
Charles Lanna, books 117 25
Annie M Wright, making catalog 5 00
Farmington News, Printing 9 50
G C Neal, binding books 19 25
H H Bennett, making bookcase 12 00
A C Cotton, book for library
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